St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church
Lake Jackson, Texas
Our Vision

As a family of God, we are called to
invite and welcome all people to connect
with Christ and grow in his love while serving
and sharing with our community.

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL OF LESSONS & CAROLS
The First Sunday after Christmas Day
December 26, 2021 – 10:30 a.m.
Welcome to St. Timothy’s! You are invited to participate fully in today’s worship service. This
bulletin contains all the prayers and responses said by the People. If you wish to use the Book of
Common Prayer [BCP], the page numbers are given in brackets.

Please see updated COVID-19 Safety Protocols, as of May 26, 2021, on page 16
of the leaflet.
This service celebrates the Advent of Christ, reflecting on his coming through the breadth of
the Holy Scripture. In 1880 E. W. Benson, then Bishop of Truro, England, drew up a
Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, based on ancient sources, for use on Christmas Eve in
the wooden shed which served as his cathedral. This was adapted for use in the chapel of
Kings’ College, Cambridge by its Dean, Eric Milner-White, who had returned to Britain after
the First World War convinced that the church needed to creatively retell the Christmas
story. For Fr. Eric, the horrors of modern combat exposed the need for a deepened
understanding of the Incarnation and its significance for our salvation. To these ends, the
newly appointed Dean Milner-White, who also wrote the Bidding Prayer, organized the first
Lessons and Carols on Christmas Eve 1918.
Prelude
- Joy to the World - Antioch, settings by Jacob B. Weber
Welcome

Processional
- Hymn #102

Once In Royal David’s City
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The Bidding Prayer (all stand)
Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once
more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a
manger.
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of
our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus,
and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the
unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our
country and in this city.
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless,
the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and
unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord
Jesus Christ.
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude
which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in
Jesus, we are one for evermore.
And now, to gather up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself has
taught us, saying:
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Presider and People
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Presider
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to
the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.
Please be seated
First Lesson: Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-25 (sit)
God creates man and woman to live in obedience to him in the Garden of Eden.
Hymn #88 (Congregation stands and sings)

Sing, O Sing, This Blessed Morn
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Second Lesson: Genesis 3:1-23 (sit)
Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden.
Carol: Remember, O Thou Man (Thomas Ravenscroft)

Sung by choir

Third Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-11 (sit)
God comforts his people and calls on them to prepare for redemption.
Hymn #72 (Congregation stands and sings)

Hark! The Glad Sound!

5

Fourth Lesson: Isaiah 35:1-10 (sit)
The prophet proclaims that God will come and save us.
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Hymn #81 (Congregation stands and sings)

Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming
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Fifth Lesson: Isaiah 7:10-15 (sit)
God promises that a child shall be conceived who will be known as “God with us”.
Carol: I Saw Three Ships Come Sailing In (arr. John Stainer)

Sung by choir

Sixth Lesson: Luke 1:5-25 (sit)
An angel announces to Zechariah that his wife Elizabeth will bear a son.
Canticle: S248 (The Song of Zechariah)

Refrain sung by all; verses sung by choir

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;
he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty savior,
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old,
that he would save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us.
Refrain
He promised to show mercy to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham,
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear,
holy and righteous in his sight
all the days of our life.
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Refrain
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Refrain
Seventh Lesson: Luke 1:26-46 (sit)
The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High.
Canticle: S244 (The Song of Mary)

Sung by choir

Hymn #82 (Congregation stands and sings)

Of The Father’s Love Begotten
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Eighth Lesson: Luke 2:1-20 (sit)
Jesus is born at Bethlehem and is worshiped by angels and shepherds.
Anthem: In Dulci Jubilo (arr. Michael Praetorius)
Canticle 11: The Third Song of Isaiah (reads responsively)
Arise, shine, for your light has come, *
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.
For behold, darkness covers the land; *
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.
But over you the Lord will rise, *
and his glory will appear upon you.
Nations Will stream to your light, *
and kings to the brightness of your dawning.
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Sung by choir

Your gates will always be open; *
by day or night they will never be shut.
They will call you, The City of the Lord, *
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.
Violence will no more be heard in your land, *
ruin or destruction within your borders.
You will call your walls, Salvation, *
and all your portals, Praise.
The sun will no more be your light by day; *
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.
The Lord will be your everlasting light, *
and your God will be your glory.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Hymn #96 (Congregation stands and sings)

Angels We Have Heard On High
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Ninth Lesson: Hebrews 1:1-12 (stand)
In the fullness of time, God sent his Son whose reign is for ever and ever.
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Hymn #92 (Congregation stands and sings)

On This Day Earth Shall Ring

All kneel.
The Collect for Christmas Eve
O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ:
Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold
him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Blessing
May he who by his Incarnation gathered into one thing earthly and heavenly, fill you with
the sweetness of inward peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.
Postlude
- O Hail This Brightest Day of Days - J. S. Bach

Service music printed from The Hymnal 1982 ©
Church Pension Fund. Used by permission.
Additional licensing from OneLicense.net #735186-A

14

Bonnie McDaniel

Parish Announcements
-

December 31 – Church Office closed in observance of New Year’s Day

-

January 9 – Timothy’s Troop resumes
Three King’s Day & Nativities, Parish Hall, after the 10:30 service
Taking down the greens, following the 10:30 service

-

January 11 – Finance Committee Meeting, 6:30 p.m. via Zoom

-

January 16 – Installation of Vestry and Wardens, 10:30 a.m. service

We pray especially for Bill and family, Steve, Maria, Lou, the Bullion family, Sheila
and family, Becky and family, Kay, Roy, Emily, Loretta, Hendrix, Heather and family,
Wendy and family, Dale, Tony, Carol, Judy, Rebecca, Kellye, Liz, Michael, Don,
Jackie, Beth, James, Carolyn, Brittany, Susan, Loorie, Sherry, Ed, Derek, Mary, Eric,
Linda, Gayle, Judy, Rita, Vickie, Kelly, Jocelyn, Sam, and Claire.
We pray for our men and women serving in the Armed Forces: Brad, Lucas,
Annie, Justin, Joseph, Caleb, Ed, Brett and Thia.
Three King’s Day, January 9th – Nativity scenes will be displayed in the Parish
Hall. If you have one you would like to display, please call Sandra Weir at 979-2977572. She will be setting up on Saturday, January 8th at 10:00 a.m. You can pick your
nativity scene up around 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 9th. Also, stay and enjoy a
piece of the Three King’s cake!
We will be putting everything away, taking down the greens, after the 10:30
Epiphany Service on January 9th. Help will be needed, and you are always welcome!
Poinsettias used on the altar will be placed in the hallway for anyone who would like
to take them home.
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COVID-19 Safety Protocols at St. Timothy’s
May 26, 2021
• Fully vaccinated people are not required to wear masks in worship, including
while singing.
• Fully vaccinated people are not required to distance and may sit anywhere in
the nave.
• Anyone who is not fully vaccinated and over the age of 2 is expected to wear
a mask while indoors. Unvaccinated people who do not wear masks do so
at their own risk.
• Anyone who feels uncomfortable not wearing a mask, even if fully vaccinated,
is encouraged to wear a mask.
• The chapel space within the church is reserved for those who wish to
continue to socially distance in worship. Masks are required for all in the
chapel. Those who wish to sit in the chapel are encouraged to enter the side
door closest to the chapel. Clergy will bring the sacrament to those seated in
the chapel.
• No one should feel obligated to pass the Peace by shaking hands. The recent
practice of passing the Peace with a nod or a wave is entirely acceptable.
• All participating choir members must be fully vaccinated.
• At the Eucharist, the sacrament will continue to be distributed in “one kind”
(bread only) which is a full measure of grace. Anyone serving communion in a
service with both vaccinated and unvaccinated people will wear a mask.
• We will continue to livestream services at 10:30 am. Anyone at risk of
COVID-19 or who otherwise feels more comfortable worshipping from home
may continue to do so.
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St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church
Vestry

Cathy Richardson– Sr. Warden
Mark Lehnhoff – Jr. Warden
Jane Power – Clerk
Sondra Griner
Gary Jones
Dave Mayberry
Ron Weeks
Sandra Weir
Rachel Wilbanks
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church
200 Oyster Creek Drive • Lake Jackson, Texas 77566
979-297-6003 • 979-297-7005 FAX
The Right Rev. C. Andrew Doyle, Bishop
The Right Rev. Jeff W. Fisher, Suffragan Bishop
The Right Rev. Kathryn M. Ryan, Suffragan Bishop
The Right Rev. Hector Monterroso, Bishop Assistant
Tony Janeshek, Celebrant
Jackie Koch, Parish Secretary
Ben May, Director of Music
Keith Frank, Treasurer
St. Timothy’s office
Website: www.stimothy.org
The text of the service of worship contained in this program is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 1979.
The Book of Common Prayer alone is of authority in the worship of the Episcopal Church. This program is
provided for convenience of use on this occasion.
The Episcopal Diocese of Texas does not permit any person, including clergy, staff, students, volunteers, and
visitors, to carry a weapon in our churches or schools. This prohibition applies even if the person is licensed to
carry a concealed weapon under Texas law. Section 3.6 Clergy Manual.
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