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This service today is an Easter liturgy. This rite finds all its meaning in the resurrection. Because
Jesus was raised from the dead, we, too, shall be raised. The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy,
in the certainty that “neither death, nor life…nor any thing in all creation will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
This joy, however, does not make human grief unchristian. The very love we have for each other in
Christ brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death. The living need our support and consolation.
The whole congregation has an important part in giving this help and can do so by participating fully
in the service, joining in those parts which are marked for the “People.”
You will find the entire service printed in this bulletin, except for the hymns, which may be found
in the blue hymnal in the pew rack.
Prelude
Welcome
Hymn #376 (Blue Hymnal) (stand)

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

All stand while one or more of the following anthems are sung or said.
I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord.
Whoever has faith in me shall have life,
even though they die.
And everyone who has life,
and has committed himself to me in faith,
shall not die for ever.
As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth.
After my awaking, he will raise me up;
and in my body I shall see God.
I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him
who is my friend and not a stranger.
For none of us has life in himself,
and none becomes his own master when he dies.
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord,
and if we die, we die in the Lord.
So, then, whether we live or die,
we are the Lord's possession.
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Happy from now on
are those who die in the Lord!
So it is, says the Spirit,
for they rest from their labors.
Priest: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Priest: Let us pray.
Silence may be kept; after which the Priest says the following Collects.
Priest: O God, who by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ destroyed
death, and brought life and immortality to light: Grant that your servant Beth, being
raised with him, may know the strength of his presence, and rejoice in his
eternal glory; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.
Priest: Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our understanding, deal
graciously with Char, Steve, Davis, Cameron, Kenneth, and Carla in their grief.
Surround them with your love, that they may not be overwhelmed by their loss, but
have confidence in your goodness, and strength to meet the days to come; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Remembrance

Kenny Aslakson
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

The Lesson: Isaiah 25:6-9 (sit)

Carla Aslakson-Yarnal

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear.
And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
he will swallow up death for ever.
Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces,
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and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the LORD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
After the reading
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Psalm 139:7-12 (said in unison)

[BCP 794]

7 If I climb up to heaven, you are there; *
if I make the grave my bed, you are there also.
8 If I take the wings of the morning *
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
9 Even there your hand will lead me *
and your right hand hold me fast.
10 If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, *
and the light around me turn to night,”
11 Darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day; *
darkness and light to you are both alike.
12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; *
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
The Epistle: Revelation 21:2-7

Mandy Neal

And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the
throne saying,
‘See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
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Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.’
And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’
Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ Then he said to
me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the
thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. Those who
conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and they will be my children.
After the reading
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Psalm 121 (said in unison)

[BCP 779]

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; *
from where is my help to come?
2 My help comes from the Lord, *
the maker of heaven and earth.
3 He will not let your foot be moved *
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep.
4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel *
shall neither slumber nor sleep;
5 The Lord himself watches over you; *
the Lord is your shade at your right hand,
6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, *
nor the moon by night.
7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; *
it is he who shall keep you safe.
8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and
your coming in, *
from this time forth for evermore.
Sequence Hymn #482 (Blue Hymnal) (all stand)
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Lord of All Hopefulness

The Gospel: John 14:1-6
Priest:
People:

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Gospel passage is read.
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my
Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told
you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be
also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas said to him,
‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus said
to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.
Priest:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily (sit)

The Reverend Elizabeth Parker

The Apostles’ Creed (stand)

[BCP 96]

Priest and People: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
6

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers of the People (People respond after each prayer with “Hear us Lord”)
Celebrant:

For our sister, Beth, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am
Resurrection and I am Life.” Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in
their distress; draw near to us who mourn for Beth, and dry the tears of
those who weep.

People:

Hear us, Lord.

Celebrant:

You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow.

People:

Hear us, Lord.

Celebrant:

You raised the dead to life; give to our sister eternal life.

People:

Hear us, Lord.

Celebrant:

You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our sister to the
joys of heaven.

People:

Hear us, Lord.

Celebrant:

Our sister was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give
her fellowship with all your saints.

People:

Hear us, Lord.

Celebrant:

She was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant her a place at the
table in your heavenly kingdom.

People:

Hear us, Lord.
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Celebrant:

Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our sister; let our faith be our
consolation, and eternal life our hope.

Silence is kept.
Concluding Prayer
Priest: Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to you our sister, Beth, who was reborn by
water and the Spirit in Holy Baptism. Grant that her death may recall to us your
victory over death, and be an occasion for us to renew our trust in your Father’s love.
Give us, we pray, the faith to follow where you have led the way; and where you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, to the ages of ages. Amen.
The Peace
Priest:
People:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Announcements
THE HOLY COMMUNION
Davis and Cameron Mathis will bring forward offerings of bread & wine.
The Great Thanksgiving (stand)
All baptized Christians are welcome to come to the altar and receive the bread and wine of
communion. Others are invited to come forward for a blessing, indicated by crossing your arms over
your chest. If you need a gluten-free wafer, please tell the priest just before you receive communion.
Priest:
People:
Priest:
People:
Priest:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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Priest: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our
Lord; who rose victorious from the dead, and comforts us with the blessed hope of
everlasting life. For to your faithful people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and
when our mortal body lies in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in
the heavens. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The people kneel or stand.
Priest: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy,
sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and
die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out
his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world. On the night he was handed over to suffering and
death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of
wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of
you; This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
9

The Priest continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these
gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also
that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal
kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now
and for ever. AMEN.
The Lord’s Prayer
Priest: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Priest and People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
Fraction Anthem

Andy Parker
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Facing the people, the Priest says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
Former Joiful Noyse members are invited to gather in the balcony loft after receiving communion to
sing the final hymn, On Eagle’s Wings.
At Communion:
Hymn #526 (Blue Hymnal)

Let Saints on Earth in Concert Sing

Hymn #191 (Blue Hymnal)

Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts and Voices Heavenwarad Raise

I’ll Fly Away
Albert E. Brumley
Verses are sung by Cathy Richardson, accompanied by Jay Richardson
Chorus (all sing)
I'll fly away, oh glory
I'll fly away in the morning
When I die, Hallelujah by and by
I'll fly away
Post Communion Prayer (kneel or stand)
Priest and People: Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have
fed us with the spiritual food and drink of the Body and Blood of your Son
Jesus Christ, and have given us a foretaste of your heavenly banquet. Grant
that this Sacrament may be to us a comfort in affliction, and a pledge of our
inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow nor
crying, but the fullness of joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our
Savior. Amen.
The Commendation
The Celebrants take their place at the cremains.
Priest:

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant, Beth, with your saints,

People:

where sorrow and pain are no more,
neither sighing, but life everlasting.
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Priest:

You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind;
and we are mortal, formed of the earth, and to earth shall we
return. For so did you ordain when you created me, saying,
“You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” All of us go down
to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia.

People:

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,
where sorrow and pain are no more,
neither sighing, but life everlasting.

The Officiant, facing the body, says
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Beth. Acknowledge,
we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner
of your own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed
rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen.
Priest
People

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Please remain in the pews until the family has left.
Recessional Hymn
You Who Dwell in the Shelter of the Lord (On Eagle’s Wings)
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Michael Joncas
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After the service, all are invited to the Parish Hall for a reception in celebration of Beth’s life.
The family will join following the Committal.
Postlude

Bonnie McDaniel
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Order of Procession
Acolytes
Chalice Bearers
Kim Lehnhoff
The Reverend Chris Weis
Officiants
The Reverend Elizabeth Parker
The Reverend Robin Reeves-Kautz
Readers
Carla Aslakson-Yarnal
Mandy Neal
Music
Bonnie McDaniel, Organist
Joiful Noyse Reunion Group
Jay and Cathy Richardson
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Elizabeth Aslakson Mathis

Beth passed away on August 31, 2022 in the Lake Jackson home where she grew up. She
was born on February 26, 1962 in Midland, Michigan and moved to Texas when she was
five. She graduated from Brazoswood High School, class of 1980. She is a graduate of
the University of the South at Sewanee, Tennessee and earned a Masters degree in
Psychology from the University of Houston in 1994.
Beth married Stephen Mathis in 1992. They celebrated their 30th wedding anniversary on
August 1st. Together she and Steve raised two caring sons who adored their mom. She
was a devoted wife and mother as well as a loving daughter, sister, aunt, and loyal friend.
Beth was a devout Christian woman, faithfully serving at her church in many capacities
including choir member, youth director, vestry person, and Senior Warden. Her entire
life – both personal and professional – was given to helping others, especially those with
disabilities. Until July of this year, she was Director of Adult Services at the Benedictine
School for Exceptional Children in Ridgely, Maryland.
Beth and Steve lived in Easton, Maryland from 2015 until this August when they
returned to Lake Jackson to be with family during her final days. Her family is deeply
grateful for the many caring friends and countless prayers that attended her during those
days.
She is preceded in death by her father Corbin Aslakson and her mother-in-law Francis
Mathis. She is survived by her mother Charlotte Aslakson; husband Stephen Mathis; sons
Davis Mathis and Cameron Mathis; brother Kenneth Aslakson and his wife Julia
Hormes; sister Carla Aslakson-Yarnal and her husband Christopher Yarnal; three nieces,
Grace Yarnal, Anna Yarnal, and Penelope Aslakson; father-in-law Freddy Mathis; and
brother-in-law Mike Mathis, his wife Nancy, and their children and grandchildren.
Memorial gifts may be made to:
The Benedictine Foundation (benschool.org/foundation/ways-to-give)
or
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network (PanCan.org)
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