
                      St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church 
  Lake Jackson, Texas 

 

                                                                     Our Vision 
                                                                   Empowered by the Holy Spirit,  
                                                           we experience the love of Jesus Christ  

                                                                                                  and share it with others. 
                                                        

HOLY EUCHARIST 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

September 20th, 2026 - 10:30 a.m.  
 

Welcome to St. Timothy’s! We invite you to join as an active participant in this service. For ease of use, 
everything you need for this service is contained in this bulletin other than Hymn numbers which refer to the 
blue Hymnal 1982, copies of which are in the pew racks. If you wish to use the Book of Common Prayer 
[BCP] and the Bible, also located in the pew rack, please refer to page numbers in brackets. 
                                                                                                                                                        

Welcome and Announcements  
                                                                                  

THE WORD OF GOD 
  

Processional Hymn (stand) (all sing)       Guide me, O thou great Jehovah         Hymn 690 
 
Opening Acclamation                                                                              [BCP 355] 
 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
People        And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Collect for Purity 
 
Celebrant and People    Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from you no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Glory to God (S280)                  Powell 
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The Collect of the Day                                                                              [BCP 230] 
  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things 

heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that are passing 

away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

The First Lesson: Jonah 3:10-4:11 

When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned from their evil 

ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring 

upon them; and he did not do it. 

But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to 

the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own 

country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a 

gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready 

to relent from punishing. And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is 

better for me to die than to live.” And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 

Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for 

himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the 

city. 

The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade 

over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the 

bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the 

bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and 

the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might 

die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, 

“Yes, angry enough to die.” Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, 

for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night 
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and perished in a night. And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great 

city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do 

not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?” 
 

After the reading 

Reader:   The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God 

  
 

Psalm 145:1-8  

 
 
1 I will exalt you, O God my King, * 
and bless your Name for ever and ever. 
 
2 Every day will I bless you * 
and praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
Refrain 
 
3 Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 
there is no end to his greatness. 
 
4 One generation shall praise your works to another * 
and shall declare your power. 
 
Refrain 
 
5 I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty * 
and all your marvelous works. 
 
6 They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, * 
and I will tell of your greatness. 
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Refrain 
 
7 They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; * 
they shall sing of your righteous deeds. 
 
8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, * 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 
 
Refrain 

 
The Epistle: Philippians 1:21-30 
 

To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between 
the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain 
in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will 
remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may 
share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I 
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing 
firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and 
are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their 
destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God's doing. For he has graciously 
granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as 
well-- since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I 
still have. 
 

After the reading 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sequence Hymn (all sing)                For Thy dear saints, O Lord                   Hymn 279 
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The Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16 
 
      Celebrant:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
      People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Gospel passage is read. 
 
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the 
usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine 
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You 
also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he 
went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five 
o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are 
you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He 
said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning 
with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, 
each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought 
they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And 
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 
burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I 
am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take 
what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 
Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”       
      
      Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
      People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Please be seated 
 
The Sermon (sit)                                                           The Reverend Robin Reeves-Kautz 
 
 



7 

 

The Nicene Creed (stand)                                                                         [BCP 358] 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven:  by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  He has 
spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People  
 
Intercessor   Let us pray to God, who has called us to serve him in our work and in 

our worship. 
 Give to your faithful people grace to live for the good of this world, 

knowing that our true life is yet to come. 
 
People     Make our lives worthy of the name of Christ which we confess.  
 
Intercessor     Bring justice and harmony into the workplaces of the world. 
                 
People   Make selfishness give way to desire for the common good.    
 
Intercessor     Teach us to be generous in our work, considerate to those who work 

with us.  
 
People    Bless in your service the daily work of our community.   
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Intercessor    Have mercy on the unemployed and grant them the dignity of work 

that they desire. 
 Have Mercy also on those whose work is long and heavy  
    
People      Sustain them in the heat and burden of the day.  

  
Intercessor     May your perpetual light shine on those who have gone into the better 

life. 
 
People Keep us always ready to depart and be closer to Christ who is 

already with us here. 
 
Intercessor Seeking no reward but the faithful service of God, we offer our prayers 

to him.  
 
Silence 
 

We pray for the special needs, concerns, and thanksgivings of this congregation and 
community. (Intercessor pauses a minute or two so people can add prayers aloud or silently.) 
 

Silence 
 

We pray especially for members: Bunny, Char, Maria, Lola, Jane, Roy, Fran, Emily, 

Lela, Kurt, Anna, Carolyn, Charlie and Norma, Mary, Donna and Larry, Kay and 

Sam, John and Gayle, Denis & Judi, Linda, the Cline family, and Peggy Mungerson. 
 

Thank you for the privilege to pray on behalf of friends and families. Pray Silently or 

aloud: Carol, Marty, Phyllis, Claudia, the Cardenas family, John, Sandra, Martha, 

Cathy, Shelby, Steve, Lillian and David,  Connie, Leola, Doug, Ann, Rebekah, 

Alexandra, Katie, Paul, the Luna family, Gilbert and family, the Dye family, Doris, 

Christine, Kaytlynn, Cody, Liam and family, Mita, Alexander, Douglas, Kellye, Liz, 

Loorie, Derek, Mary, Eric, Kelly, Jocelyn, Cheryl, Terry, Matt, Kevin, Claire, Susan, 

Ben & Paula Stafford, the Patton family, Billy, Lisa, Ann, Rick, Jean, and the Willcox 

family. 
 

We pray for our men and women serving in the Armed Forces. Pray Silently or aloud: 
Cory, Jordan, Brad, Lucas, Annie, Justin, Joseph, Caleb, Ed, Brett, Thea, Jaycob, 
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Cody, Joshua, and our veterans, John Pitts, Gary Jones, Randall Goodson, Rich 
Tillman, Roy McKneely, and George Dingee Sr.  
 

We pray for all who have died, especially Timmothy McDonald and Sara Ann 
Meador, that they may have a place in your eternal Kingdom. 
  

For the diocesan cycle of prayer: St. Cuthbert in Houston, St. Dunstan’s in Houston, 
St. James the Apostle in Conroe, St. Luke’s in Livingston, and the Diocese of 
Peshawar. 
 
Concluding Prayer                                                                                          
 
Celebrant   O Lord, without whom our labor is lost: We beseech you to prosper all 
works in your Church undertaken according to your holy will. Grant to your workers 
a pure intention, a patient faith, sufficient success on earth, and the blessedness of 
serving you in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.      
 
Confession and Absolution                                             [BCP 360] 
 
Celebrant     Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept.  
 
Celebrant and People     Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what 
we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
Amen. 
 
Celebrant    Almighty God, have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life.   Amen. 
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The Peace (stand)    
 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people  
 
Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People      And also with you. 
 
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.  
 
Announcements with ministry highlight. 
 
Members of St. Timothy’s healing prayer team are available in the side chapel to pray with anyone 

who desires healing for themselves or others.  Simply go to the side chapel after taking communion. 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Offertory Sentence:  Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings 
and come into his courts. Psalm 96:8 
                
The Offertory               Jesus Christ, the Apple Tree                    Arr. Alan Bullard 
     Chancel Choir 
 
(The gifts are brought forward by members) 
 
Doxology (The people stand) (all sing)                                                     Hymn 380, vs. 3 
   
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Celebrant  All things come from thee, O Lord. 
People   And of thine own have we given thee.   
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The Great Thanksgiving (stand)                                                               [BCP 361] 
 
           Eucharistic Prayer A     
                                   
 Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 People And also with you. 

 Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

 People We lift them to the Lord. 

 Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 
Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 
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Sanctus (S125) (all sing)                                                                        Richard Proulx 

 
The People stand or kneel. 
 
Then the Celebrant continues  
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 
one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at 
the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing 
wine to be consecrated. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
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and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

“Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith.” 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
          
The Celebrant continues 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these 
gifts.  
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom.  
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Celebrant and People    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 
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day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.   
Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 
 A period of silence is kept.    
 
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People:          Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following invitation 

 
The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
All baptized Christians are welcome to come to the altar and receive the bread and wine of 
communion.  Others are invited to come forward for a blessing, indicated by crossing your arms over 
your chest.  If you need a gluten-free wafer, please tell the Celebrant just before you receive 
communion. 
 
Communion Hymns: 
 
- Hymn 341 (all sing)                                                  For the bread which you have broken 
 

- Hymn 660 (all sing)                                                       O Master, let me walk with thee 
 
The Post Communion Prayer (stand)                                                       [BCP 366] 
 

Celebrant   Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People   Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us 
with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are 
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living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love 
and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Blessing                                                                            
 

Recessional Hymn (all sing)                Rise up, ye saints of God!                   Hymn 551 
 
The Dismissal  
 

Celebrant Alleluia, alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People    Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Postlude             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service music printed from The Hymnal 1982© 
     Anthem used with permission from St. James Music Press, License #28660 
     Additional licensing from ONE LICENSE #A-735186 and CCLI #1210745   

     Streaming License  CCLI #21184748 
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St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church 
200 Oyster Creek Drive   •   Lake Jackson, Texas 77566 

979-297-6003   •   979-297-7005  FAX 
Website: www.stimothy.org         

Facebook: St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church – Lake Jackson  

 
The text of the service of worship contained in this program is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 1979. 

The Book of Common Prayer alone is of authority in the worship of the Episcopal Church. This program is 

provided for convenience of use on this occasion. 

The Episcopal Diocese of Texas does not permit any person, including clergy, staff, students, volunteers, and 

visitors, to carry a weapon in our churches or schools. This prohibition applies even if the person is licensed to 

carry a concealed weapon under Texas law.    Section 3.6 Clergy Manual. 

 


